
 

 

The Shepherd’s Voice 

The 2011 New England Synod Assembly 
A Different Kind of  Assembly 

Work Team #25 

Brian Hult (left), Lutheran 
Church of the Good Shep-
herd, North Quincy, MA, 
Colleen Pearson, Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Attleboro, 
MA, and Pr. Rolf Hedberg 
and Charles Dinnie from St. 
Paul Lutheran Church, East 
Longmeadow, MA, assem-
ble hygiene kits for LSS 
refugees in West Spring-
field, MA, left homeless by 
June 1st tornadoes. 

 

 God's purpose for the New England Synod is to go where love 
leads, to serve where love calls. And members of Service Teams at the 
Synod Assembly June 3-5 in Springfield, MA did just that.  The team pic-
tured above, Work Team #25, assembled hygiene kits for clients in the 
LSS Services for New Americans program in West Springfield, MA who 
were left homeless when a deadly tornado struck Western Massachu-
setts and Central Massachusetts on June 1st.  At last count, 22 refugee 
families served by Lutheran Social Services (LSS) lost everything. Doz-
ens of other families were severely affected. A former refugee cli-
ent, Sergey Livchin, 23, died when a tree fell on his car.  He and his fam-
ily are former Russian refugees who were resettled by LSS. 

 

 The kits were one of 50 service projects undertaken by more than 
400 assembly goers, who were sent forth in prayer, and baptized into ser-
vice on an escalator, Saturday, June 4th. It seemed everywhere you 
looked that bright, sunny day there were men and women in blue T-shirts: 
building and rebuilding, cleaning and clearing, painting and planting, 
working in gardens, playing with kids, distributing meals, packing food 
and health kits, knitting prayer shawls, writing letters of advocacy, and 
singing in nursing homes. Since they had been prepared in advance, few 
attendees came to Synod Assembly this year expecting "business as 
usual." But most of them found their hearts touched and their hands em-
ployed in new and surprising ways.  

(Continued on page 2) 

Through the Holy Spirit, we are called by God to live Christ’s love  
as we touch all those in our lives, our church, and our communities. 
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  The kits were assembled at St. Paul Lutheran Church, East Longmeadow, MA, where Pr. Rolf Hed-
berg serves. Pr. Hedberg delivered at least “several hundred pounds of stuff” to the program center in West 
Springfield the afternoon of June 6th, including about 100 hygiene kits, plus many additional boxes of 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, hair conditioner and shampoo. “We just ran out of time at assembly to finish the 
kits,” explained Pr. Hedberg. “There are so many asking for help” he added, “that it just makes good sense to 
work with LSS  which has a direct line to those in need.”   Other work teams repaired homes, painted homes 
that needed paint jobs desperately, sang at nursing homes, and helped clean up a children’s park in down-
town Springfield. 

Pastor Leone’s work crew included from left to 
right: Nat Larson, Pr. Tom Maehl, Rich Leu, Kathy 
Giroux, Daniel Koch, Pr. Bryan Leone, Pr. Joe 
Ekeberg, Cheryl Kissinger, and kneeling, Donna 
Kerry. 

For more information on the Synod Assembly this 
year, “Doing What Matters,”  feel free to speak 
with Pr. Leone and our other voting members:  
Kay Leone, Vic Johnson, and Matthew Johnson.  
Thank you for all your support especially your gen-
erous donations for the hygiene kits. 

Pastor Bryan Leone 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    If you’re on Facebook, you can now like us for updates and announcements straight to your News Feed! 

www.gslc-ct.org/like 
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https://www.facebook.com/pages/Good-Shepherd-Lutheran-Church/220717937953573
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Members: Vickye Bell, Larry Black, Trudi Black, Joanne Carlson, Ron Basala, Vic Johnson, Ed Mackey, 
Steve Krajcik, Charlie Miller, Ethan Dikmen, Martha Hoffman, Sue Hough,  Bret Jackson, Linda Pleva, Charlie 
Hoffman - Jewish Home, Kyle Immel, Jill Schmidt, Sarah Mora, Alma Anderson, Eric Dreher, and Helen 
Steinnagel. 

 

 

Family & Friends of Members: :  Ann, friend of Miriam Kursawe; David, friend of Miriam Kursawe; Carl, cousin 
of Arlene Juliano; Paul, brother-in-law of Debra Convertito, lung cancer; Taylor, open heart surgery, 9 year 
old girl; Beverly, mother of Vicki Creutz; Rose & Roger, friends of the Julianos; Sandra, friend of the Nolls; 
Pastor Gene Mitchell (Greater Hartford Conference), pancreatic cancer; Almarie, mother of Ken Convertito; 
Janet, sister of Carolyn Immel; Richard, cousin of Peggy Uhde; Laurrie, friend of Nancy Gennette; Jeanne, 
friend of Nancy Gennette; Greg, father of Lisa Lilly; Jim, friend of Don & Arlene Juliano; Nancy, friend of Ar-
lene Juliano; Rusty, father of Jeff Jackson; Renate, friend of Kay Leone; Bill, brother of Pastor Leone; Patrick, 
nephew of Cindy Carlson; Margaret, friend of Cindy Carlson; Lois, niece of Joan & Ray Doherty; Dale, relative 
of Jane Fieberts; Gale, relative of Jane Fieberts; Rick, nephew of Ken & Nina Furnes; Joyce, friend of Janet 
Szulga; Ann, friend of Vic & Ellie Noll; Frank & Jean, friends of Vicki Creutz; Allen, brother of Ray Goulet; Les-
lie, friend of Melissa Leone Delaney; Dee, friend of Donna Duessel; Carol, aunt of Cindy Carlson; Jeff and 
Laura, son-in-law and daughter of Bill and Marie Fisher; Linda, sister-in-law of Vic Johnson. 

 

Special Prayers for Armed Forces Personnel:  Scott Crews, Brian Kursawe, Glenn Riccio, Damon Dykes, 
Megan Dobbins, Phillip Balestrieri and Guy Davis.   

 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to:  

 

The Finney family on the death of †  Karen Watts †, sister of Deborah Finney. 

 

 

He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.  

Psalm 147 vs. 3 

 

Thank you 

Good Shepherd recently received a thank you note from Jackie Kanyuck Polchies for our prayers during her 
husband Cyril's illness.  

 

The Prayer Requests for Family & Friends Notebook is on the counter in the narthex. If you would like to 
add a loved one to the list, simply write the name in the book. If you would like a prayer card sent to your 
loved one, please include the full name and address. Prayer requests may also be made by email or phone 
and will be included in the notebook by the church office. Should a loved one need prayers for longer than 
three months, simply add their name to the list again. To keep the list current and up to date, only the 
names recorded in the Prayer Request for Family & Friends Notebook will be listed on the prayer list.  

If you have not recorded a loved one’s name, please do so.  
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Shepherd’s Pantry 
 
      We need: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Social Ministry and Community Outreach Committee invites you to contribute items to the Shepherd’s 
Pantry located in the narthex. The items are delivered to the Monroe Food Pantry once a month.  The 
Pantry also accepts Big Y coins (gold and silver) which can be put in the basket that has been placed on 
the Shepherd’s Pantry shelves in the narthex. If you have any questions, please speak with Diane Hensel. 
 

Community Supper - August 3, 2011  

at Golden Hill Methodist Church, Golden Hill Street, Bridge-
port   

 

Cooks and set up crew needed between 2:30 -3:00 P.M.   There is a serving 
crew, therefore only cooks are needed from Good Shepherd. If you haven't al-
ready signed up and would like to help, please put your name on the list in 
the narthex.   We can discuss car pooling if you want to.  Servers are responsi-
ble for cleaning up, so when we are finished with the meal preparation, we are 
free to leave.  Any questions, please speak to Peg Wesche or anyone who has 
attended a supper before.  Thank you!   

Juice 

Canned tomatoes 

Unusual canned veggies 
(lima beans, asparagus, 
olives, sauerkraut) 

Crackers 

Paper towels/Napkins/
Tissues 

Cereal 

Instant Potatoes 

Bread crumbs 

Shampoo/Conditioner 

Diapers/Depends 

Equal Exchange Coffee and Tea 

Did you try any of the sample teas on the Welcome Table? If you would like 
a particular tea ordered, please let Janet Szulga, our Equal Exchange Coor-
dinator, know. She will be placing an order for coffee and tea for the fall and 
winter and would like to make sure your favorite is included. 

Collection for troops in Afghanistan 

 
Captain Scott Crews, brother of Tammy Crews McDonough will be deployed to 
Afghanistan in July. There is a box in the narthex with a list of items we are col-
lecting for his unit. We will make an effort to send a shipment each month as a 
sign of our support and thanks. For a detailed listing, see the sheets in the nar-
thex, click here or contact the church office. 
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Kayla Boland graduated from Nonnewaug High School and will be attending Full Sail University in Winter 
Park, FL. She will be majoring in Computer Animation.  

 

Rachel Lilly graduated from Masuk High School and will be attending Towson University in Maryland. She 
will be majoring in Elementary Education.  

Highlights from your Church Council 

June 8, 2011 
 

 A presentation was made concerning “The Campaign for Today” at Camp Calumet. There are four 
much needed improvements to be worked on in the next few years. They have a goal of $430,000 and would 
like each congregation to participate at their own comfort level.  

 

 Council members were given copies of “Healthy Transitions” which should help us in the Call Process 
when Pastor Leone retires next year.  

 

 Two new desks and chairs will be ordered for the Secretary’s office after July 4th. The money for this 
project will be taken from the Capital Funds account. 

Covenant to Care Backpacks 

 

If you’d like to help our Covenant to Care kids start the new school year off right, 
check the list of names that will appear in the narthex in late July. We’ll be look-
ing for backpacks to be filled and ready for pickup on August 14th. 
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50th Anniversary News 

 

 

Confirmation 

 

May 15, 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday, June 12, 2011, we welcomed our newest adult members of Good Shepherd.  Received through 
their affirmation of their baptisms on Pentecost Sunday.  Back row from left to right:  Sam Cleland, Kyle Han-
ley, Dakota McDonough, Reed Cleland, Amanda Lee, Julianna Kusinski, Pastor Leone. Front row from left to 
right:  John Carlson, Christian Hoffman, Michael Infante. Let us welcome them and their unique gifts that they 
bring to us, as adult members of our congregation. Congratulations! (Special thanks to Bill McDonough for the 
great photo) 

November 2011 

Sun Mon Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

Mark your calendars for two anniversary 
celebrations ! 

 

Sunday, November 6th – Celebration worship 
with Bishop Margaret Payne preaching fol-
lowed by brunch in Gibiser Hall 

 

Friday, November 11th – Anniversary dinner 
at the Stone Barn 

 

Did you know that Gibiser Hall is named in 
honor of Frank and Anna Gibiser?  They in-
vited local Lutherans into their home for wor-
ship and were a driving force behind the 
founding of Good Shepherd in 1961.  Frank 
was a mailman in Monroe. 

6 The Shepherd’s Voice 



 

 

Summer Fun at 

Vacation Bible School 

Monday- Friday 

August 1 - 5, 2011 

 

 Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

466 Elm St 

Monroe, CT 06468 

203- 268- 7596 
8 am- 9 am Drop Off 

9 am- 4 pm VBS 

4 pm- 5 pm Pick- up 

Ages: 4- 14 

$100 

  

 Vacation Bible School 

Itõs for kids  
Who want to have fun! 

Who want to make friends! 

Who want to know that 

Jesus loves them! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Day Will Include: 

Music and Singing 

Drama and Dance 

Stories of Jesus 

Arts & Crafts 

Fun Times 

Great Friendships 

Super Role Models 
 

Expertly trained staff from Calumet Lutheran Camp 
will be at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church to provide 
the best Vacation Bible School experience your child 
can have!  

  
at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church is a fun place to be! 
At VBS, children and youth laugh a lot as they go 
through the day, learning more about themselves, each 
other, and God. Your child will find that at VBS it is 
easy to make friends and lots of them! Counselors and 
church leaders strive to show children in Learning 
Groups as well as in arts & crafts and games and singing 
... that God loves them. 

Good Shepherd is a church of the New England Synod of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and wel-
comes all children. Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
will be assisted in providing the best VBS experience for 
your child by counselors and experienced leaders from 
Calumet Lutheran Camp & Conference Center in NH. 
Calumetõs 50 years in camping makes them experts at 
knowing how to create an atmosphere where your child 
will be safe and supervised by well- trained staff. All 
staff participate in an intensive week- long training 
which includes safety procedures, risk management, first 
aid, and more. Thereõs at least one counselor for every 
six kids. Karl Ogren, Calumetõs Director oversees all 
staff hiring and training, program development, and its 
implementation.  
 

 

 

Name       

M/ F Birth Date            ___  

Grade Completed         Age by VBS   

Mailing Address   ______  

Town       

State                   Zip     

Email       

Home Phone (       )     

Motherõs Name _______    

Motherõs Work Phone (       )    

Motherõs Cell Phone or Pager (       )   

Fatherõs Name      

Fatherõs Work Phone (       )    

Fatherõs Cell Phone or Pager (       )   

Tuition: $100/ week (enclosed) $   

August 1 ð 5, 2011 

Make checks to: 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
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Nathan Wieler  1-Aug 

John Remlin  4-Aug 

Linda Pleva  5-Aug 

Daniel Convertito 8-Aug 

Elaine Basala  9-Aug 

Tammy Mc Donough 9-Aug 

Jessica Hoffmann 11-Aug 

Doris Schwarz  11-Aug 

Cindy Carlson  12-Aug 

Victor Noll  12-Aug 

Lillian Thiede  12-Aug 

John Carlson  13-Aug 

Edward Kusinski  13-Aug 

Leslie Forte  14-Aug 

Stephen Bespuda 15-Aug 

Anthony Cavaliere 15-Aug 

Gordon  Cleland  16-Aug 

Janet Reck  19-Aug 

Roy Remlin  19-Aug 

Brian Lilly  21-Aug 

Robin Hoffmann 23-Aug 

Jackson Thom  25-Aug 

Vic Johnson  26-Aug 

Walt Bills  27-Aug 

Mark Schwarz  27-Aug 

Seth Boland  31-Aug 

The current month’s birthday listing is posted on the bulletin board outside of Pastor Leone’s of-
fice. If your birthday is not listed, please contact the church office and the files will be updated. We 
do not want to miss anyone’s birthday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lynn Kusinski  3-Sep 

Renee Shoop  3-Sep 

Megan Aubrey  4-Sep 

Sandy Troesser  9-Sep 

Brigette Vojtek  10-Sep 

Brian Immel  11-Sep 

Beth Noll  11-Sep 

Thomas Wheeler 11-Sep 

Kathy Goulet  12-Sep 

Erin Schwarz  13-Sep 

Linda Gorman  16-Sep 

Garrett Uhde  16-Sep 

Paul Schwarz  18-Sep 

Bill Serrano  19-Sep 

Joshua Smith  20-Sep 

Ronald Stockman 24-Sep 

Ken Lee   25-Sep 

Adele Buck  26-Sep 

Danielle Noll  26-Sep 

Amy Lee  29-Sep 

Lynda Westberg 29-Sep 
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 The Campaign for Today—Camp Calumet 
 
Camp Calumet, a beautiful retreat in the White Mountains, is an excit-
ing Outdoor Ministry of the New England Synod. It is one of the top-
tier camps of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and a year 
round facility that serves people of all ages. Come and see us as we 
break bread with others and are filled with the Holy Spirit in the name 
of the Lord. 
 
The Campaign for Today allows Camp Calumet to continue its mis-
sion and update the buildings to accommodate groups and families 
that were not able to attend in the past. These renovations will allow 
everyone to enjoy the beauty and spirituality of the camp. 
 
More information is available in the narthex on the bulletin boards. 
 
The council is asking everyone to consider contributing monies for this campaign. An option is to assign your 
Thrivent Choice Dollars to Good Shepherd and we will donate these monies to Camp Calumet. 
 
Please  join us in this campaign to fully support and strengthen the congregations of the New England Synod 
with excellent programs and tools for ministry.  
 
Any questions, please ask members of the Council. 
 
Thank you!!  
In Peace, 
Rachel Smith 
Council President 

Vacation Bible School is coming August 1-5… we are in need of 

 

ü snacks or meals for the Calumet counselors 

ü An adult to be on hand during the week 

ü Loaner air mattresses 

 

Please contact Cindy Carlson or look for the sign up sheets to be posted in the 
narthex in July. Thank you! 

Sunday School News 

 

HELP WANTED!  Over the summer the Christian Ed Committee will be organizing Sunday School classes 
for next fall.  Assistant teachers are needed, so if you are interested in working with our wonder-
ful GSLC students (from preschool through Grade 6), please contact Erin Schwarz or Heather Cayer to dis-
cuss the openings we have available for Sunday School starting this fall.   
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Help Needed 

 

Do you like to garden? Can you help weed and water the flowers at church? We 
have a sign up on the bulletin board to help keep the flowers looking their best. The flow-
ers are a welcoming sight to visitors and members alike. Please sign up for a two week 
period and then weed and water the flowers as needed during that time. Many hands 
make light work and keep the church looking beautiful! 

 

Save the Date 

Annual Spaghetti Dinner   

March 24, 2012  
 

Don’t miss out! Mark your calendars for March 24, 2012 for the Annual Spaghetti Supper. We are planning a 
special event to include delicious food, great entertainment and wonderful fellowship. Watch upcoming news-
letters for more details… 

 Only 268 days to go...  
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