
 

 

Let the Spirit Soar!  

ñWhen the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  

And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent 

wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.  Divided 

tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of 

them.  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 

other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.ò  (Acts 2:1 -4)  

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ:  

It is now over a year ago that I began my sabbatical in the Holy Land.  It 

seems hard to imagine that a full year has gone by.  On Pentecost Sunday 

last year, May 31, 2009, I was ñvolunteeredò to provide the music for the 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer English speaking congregation.  It was a 

challenge, and the Bishop did give me some ñtime offò to practice, but what 

he neglected to tell me was that the following day, Monday, June 1 st , called 

ñPentecost Mondayò was a holiday for Palestinian Christians, and all their 

businesses and church offices would be closed.  He assumed that American 

Christians had the same holiday.  So, guess what happened Monday morn-

ing?  I took the bus down to the Old City as I always did, and when I got 

there, the office was locked!  Puzzled, I couldnôt imagine what was going on.  

So, I went across the street to the café, and asked the owner if he knew 

what was going on.  He was shocked that I didnôt know that it was a Chris-

tian holiday.  Since my time in the Holy Land was drawing to a close, I de-

cided to take the opportunity of a holiday and visit one of the holy places 

that I had not yet seen.  So, I decided it would be appropriate to visit the 

Upper Room where Jesus celebrated the Last Supper, and where tradition 

tells us that the Disciples gathered on the very first Pentecost.  After getting 

lost, I finally found it after a 2 hour search.  But, I was disappointed.  The 

Upper Room itself was locked.  The foyer which leads to the stairs of the Up-

per Room was open, and it was full of tourists.  I asked the guard why the 

Upper Room was locked, when my guidebook said it would be open.  His re-

sponse was not helpful.  ñOnly God knows,ò he said.  I was able to raise my 

camera up high enough and get some pictures of the Upper Room, but it was 

still disappointing.  I sat down on the steps leading to the Upper Room, and 

said a brief prayer, and then just sat there, hoping the guard would see me, 

bring over the key and unlock the room.  But he didnôt.  I got ready to leave, 

when a Franciscan priest entered with a large group of tourists.  One of the 

tourists had a guitar, and began to play.  The group of tourists then began to 

sing from sheets they had brought in.  I recognized the language as French, 

and was able to understand most of the words, as well as understand the 

prayers that were spoken during the service.  It was a great experience after 

all.  Then it hit me: how similar my experience was to the very first Pente-
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Through the Holy Spirit, we are called by God to live Christõs love  
as we touch all those in our lives, our church, and our communities. 
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cost.  I was hearing the gospel proclaimed in a language other than my native tongue, and I under-

stood it.  Sometimes, the Holy Spirit works through us and in us in ways which are completely unex-

pected, amazing, and mysterious.  If I had left the ñUpper Roomò just a few minutes before, I would 

have missed the whole service.  If I hadnôt said a prayer, and ñloitered,ò I would have missed the 

service as well.   

During the month of May, there are many opportunities for us to let the Spirit soar in our personal 

and community life.  On May 1 st  Professor Diane Jacobson from Luther Seminary will be the keynote 

speaker at a day of learning how Lutherans interpret the Bible.  The event will be held at First Lu-

theran Church in New Britain, CT.  I am going because I met Prof. Jacobson when she was the work-

shop leader at the Bishopôs Convocation in the fall of 2006 presenting the Book of Faith and I was 

really inspired and awed by her presentations.  She has a unique gift of making the Scriptures come 

alive.  

Back here at Good Shepherd, there are several opportunities during this month focused on the Holy 

Spirit.  Sunday, May 2 nd , we will move the Peace Pole outdoors to be a witness to all who pass by.  A 

special dedication service outside will be held at the beginning of the late service.  Sunday, May 9 

will feature the annual Resurrection cantata by the Church choir;  Sunday, May 16, we will welcome 

11 youth to the table of our Lord, when they receive the sacrament of Holy Communion.  Sunday, 

May 23, Pentecost Sunday, will witness the rite of Confirmation for 7 of our eighth graders as they 

affirm their Baptisms and become full adult members of our congregation.  Come and witness these 

Spirit - filled events in the life of our congregation.  Come prepared to be pleasantly surprised and 

possibly inspired as the Spirit continues to move throughout the Church and the world, renewing and 

refreshing the earth.  Come, Holy Spirit!  

In the Spirit of the Risen Lord,  

 

Pastor Bryan Leone  
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   Sunday, May 16, 2010   

10:30 a.m.  

Confirmation   

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, May 23, 2010  

10:30 a.m.  



 

 

 

Prayer concerns come in a variety of ways and have a variety of needs. There are current immediate  

needs as well as long term needs.  Our newsletter prayer list contains both needs.  

  

During the prayers of the church on Sunday we use a different list with mostly present  needs. These 

names are carried on the list for four weeks unless the office or Pastor Leone is notified otherwise. 

Please bear this in mind and pray regularly for all persons on the prayer lists.  

 

Members : Peg Wesche, Janet Reck, Bob Wesche, Ed, Sharon Duda, Charlie Hoffman, Kyle Immel, Jill 

Schmidt, Bret Jackson, Alma Anderson, Eric Dreher, Helen Steinnagel, Linda Pleva and Sarah Mora.  

 

Family & Friends of Members : Charles, father of Deb Convertito; Glenn, son of Dianne Riccio; Karen, 

friend of the Tveter family; Bill, father of Bill Uhde; John, husband of Nancy Gennette; Dorothy, friend 

of Arlene Juliano; Bob, relative of Ursula Paradis; Reverend Richard, friend of Janet Szulga; Evelyn, 

friend of Miriam Kursawe; Florence, sister of Ed Mackey; Quinn, friend of Ursula Paradis; Kelly; Jim, 

uncle of Jessica Thom; Bonnie, mother of Jessica Thom; Gerri, relative of Nina & Ken Furnes; Laurie, 

friend of Ingrid Kessler; Anne, friend of Miriam Kursawe; Bob & Sue, friends of the Smiths; Grace, 

mother of Maury Heim; Bizzy, friend of  the Leones; Frank, relative of Sam Barate & Ellie Noll; Mary, 

friend of Sam & Ellie; Paul, nephew of Bob & Joanne Carlson; Maureen, friend of Eileen Remlin; Bill, 

brother of Pastor Leone; Alex, nephew of Ken & Deb Convertito; Carl, cousin of Arlene Juliano;  Vir-

ginia, aunt of Janet Szulga; Gale, relative of Jane Fieberts; Renee, friend of Miriam Kursawe; Chris, 

friend of Tim Carlsonôs; B.T. ñSkinsò, father of Karen Jackson; Chris, requested by Jane Fieberts; Kim, 

friend of Andrea Sawicki; Karen, Debra Finneyôs sister; Mildred, mother of Lynn Heim; Patrick, nephew 

of Cindy & Tim Carlson;   Rev. Elizabeth Krenz -Wee; Carl, co -worker of Marsha Beno; Ann, friend of 

Eileen Remlin; Allyson, friend of Bob Wescheôs sister; Frank, friend of the Jacksons; Brittany, grand-

daughter of Nancy Johnson; Paulette, niece of Dorothy Schrecker; Ron, brother of Larry Black; Dick, 

friend of Larry Blackôs;  Joey, friend of Eric Dreher; Rosa, Council of Churches; Karen, cousin of Aud-

rey and Ken Heim; Margaret, friend of the Schiessô and Tim Carlsonôs; Mary, friend of Trudi Black; 

Larry, brother of Veronica Serrano; Matt, friend of Vic & Ellie Noll.  

 

Special Prayers for Armed Forces Personnel :  Glenn Riccio, George Carris, Damon Dykes, Aaron Jack-

son, Bob Morschauser, Joshua Flashman, Megan Dobbins,  Phillip Baliestrieri and Guy Davis.  

 

He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.  

Psalm 147 vs. 3 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday, April 11, 2010, we welcomed into the church of Jesus Christ through the Sacrament of 

Holy Baptism, Jewelianna Grace Crawford, daughter of James and Allison Crawford. Evelyn is her 

proud big sister.  
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Highlights from Your Church Council  

April 2010  

 
 A new committee is being formed to review and revise the Memorial Fund policy. Members 

will also look into a wish list which will then be recommended to Council. Bill McDonough will be 

seeking volunteers for this committee.  

 

 Another payment of $8,500 was made in April to keep our schedule of payments for the oil 

tank remediation.  

 

 Two scheduled dates: May 2nd ðDedication outdoors for the Peace Pole constructed by Alex 

Buck for his Eagle Scout project. June 6th ðChuch Picnic at church with the service being outdoors 

weather permitting.  

 

 
 

  

COVENANT TO CARE THANKS YOU  

 

Thanks to everyone for the donations you placed in the umbrella collection to benefit Covenant to 

Careôs child-abuse protection efforts. We were delighted to send a check for $177 to Covenant to 

Care to support this goal.  

 

Along with the beautifully decorated Easter baskets, your generous response to this outreach minis-

try is both heartwarming and gratifying. Thanks for all you do, year round, to support these at - risk 

kids. And thanks to Trudi Black for her help with the baskets this year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Quilting Group News  

 
Join us on Wednesday, May 19, 2010 from 6:30 to 9:00 p.m. Feel free to come and 

go as you need. We can use help ironing, folding, sewing and more.  

 

To my friends at Good Shepherd,  

Thank you so much for the heart warming Valentineôs Day care package. 

I found it to be a great reminder of all those I know at Good Shepherd 

and delicious too. I shared the contents of my care package with some of 

my classmates when studying late at night for exams. It is better to give 

than it is to receive and I found doing so by sharing my care package to 

be as enjoyable as receiving it.  

Thanks so much.  

God be with you,  

Steven R. Schmidt  



 

 

 

 

Relay for Life Plant Sale  

May 2nd and May 9th  

at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church  

after each service  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the Presence of Jehovah  

Choir Cantata  

Sunday, May 9, 2010  

10:30 a.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC  

AND WORSHIP SERVICE  

 
This year the Annual Church Picnic will be Sunday, June 6, 2010 at Good Shepherd . Plan to 

come to church about 9:30 a.m. to talk to your friends, put your chairs in place (please bring your 

own lawn chairs), and prepare for the special outdoor morning worship service.  The Outdoor Wor-

ship Service will begin promptly at 10:00 a.m. and be followed by a picnic and outside games. In 

the case of inclement weather, we will have the worship and picnic indoors. Relatives and friends 

are welcome!  

  Watch for the sign up sheet in the narthex with a list of some of the foods we would like to 

have at the picnic. If you would be able to bring some of these, sign up for them. We also need ice 

which is most useful if you freeze it in large chunks. The planning committee will provide the bev-

erages, hot dogs and hamburgers. Watch the bulletin for additional information.  
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                           COMMUNITY SUPPER  

The next community supper will be on  Wednesday, June 2, 2010  at the United 

Methodist Church in Bridgeport. Cooks begin at 2:30 ð3:00 p.m. assembling, prepar-

ing and cooking a meal to feed the homeless, hungry and needy people that will 

gather to eat at 5:00 p.m. This is an opportunity for youth and adults to help those 

in need. A sign up sheet is on the bulletin board in the narthex.  

 

 

 

          SHEPHERDôS PANTRY 
 

The Social Ministry and Community Outreach Committee invites you to contribute 

items to the Shepherdôs Pantry located in the narthex. The items are delivered to 

the Monroe Food Pantry once a month.  

Pam Nicotera, Town of Monroe Food Pantry Coordinator writes:  

 

ñDear Friends, 

 

Our pantry continues to be as busy as ever.   In March we served 298 people, from 108 households. 

With this kind of volume continuing, our shelves are looking very sparse.   The following items are in 

critically short supply.  

¶ Coffee  

¶ Mayonnaise  

¶ Ketchup/mustard  

¶ Pancake syrup  

¶ Pancake mix  

¶ Sugar/flour  

¶ Juice  

¶ Mac & cheese  

¶ Baked beans  

¶ Tuna  

¶ Crackers/cookies  

¶ Cereal bars  

¶ Boxed pasta meals (Hamburger Helper type)  

¶ Soups  

¶ Napkins/TP/tissues  

¶ Dish soap  

¶ Toothpaste  

¶ Bar Soap  

¶ Q-Tips  

¶ Household cleaners  

 

Thank you for your continued support of our own town's residents who are struggling at this time.ò  

 

The Pantry also accepts Big Y coins (gold and silver) which can be put in the basket that has been 

placed on the Shepherdôs Pantry shelves in the narthex. If you have any questions, please speak with 

Diane Hensel.  
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