
 

 

The Shepherd’s Voice 

An appropriate Easter message from Mr. Daoud Nasser, a Palestinian 
Lutheran living in the West Bank.  (Pastor Leone met the Nasser family 
when he was on sabbatical in the West Bank, two years ago.) 

  

Greetings from the Tent of Nations, 

Once again here is a short update of our situation; what has been going 
on over the past few months and our future plans. 

 

It is sad to say that the news that is coming out from our region is still 
very bad. We are in this dark Tomb but we still have the hope of resurrec-
tion and we will see the sun of justice rising again. 

 

On the 18th of April I had a meeting with our Lawyer Sani Khoury. He in-
formed me that the military representatives had their meeting in the mili-
tary court without informing our Lawyer and decided that the reason for 
not giving us a building permit for our renovations is that those renova-
tions will be close to a road the Israelis are planning to build in our area. 
We don’t know anything about this plan. Our Lawyer will appeal to the 
military court on the 27th of April against that. This Appeal will be as usual 
refused by the military court, which means that we have to bring it to the 
Israeli Supreme Court. We are contacting human rights organizations to 
find out about this new plan in order to react and appeal against it very 
soon. We will keep you updated and inform you about any development 
and we will ask you to act in terms of emergency. 

 

Nature is like our mother. With this deep connection to nature and to our 
land, we planted more than 600 new trees: pine‚ almond‚ apricot, olive 
and grapevines. The land is very rocky and hilly so it is necessary to build 
terraces using the backhoe, tractor and the hands of many volunteers to 
move rocks and build walls to support the terraces. Thanks to all volun-
teers who helped in preparing the fields and in planting the trees. We 
have to start watering the new planted trees in May using the water from 
the cisterns. 

  

Planting trees is important for the sustainability. “ A grandfather was 
planting an olive tree, his grandson was asking him, why are you planting 
this tree when you can’t eat from its fruits?  The grandfather smiled and 
answered his grandson ”my grandparents and parents had planted those 
olive trees and we are eating from their fruits now, we have also to do the 
same, to plant new trees in order for you to harvest and eat the fruits”. 

 

Also, it’s always important to make the land more productive and to come 
closer in a step by step process towards self-sufficiency. Our goal is to 
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sell our products in a little Vineyard-Shop. 

 

We had a strong wind and it damaged the plastic cover of our greenhouse. We have to buy a new cover and 
plant the greenhouse with vegetables again. 

  

The first cedar tree was planted at Tent of Nations in the beginning of March with the tree of life group from 
USA. This tree was planted in a memory of Jiries Atrash’s mother who died recently. This tree was planted in 
the middle of a star made out of stones, “the star of Bethlehem“. The cedar tree from Lebanon is a sign of 
eternity.  

 

We celebrated the Land Day on Wednesday, the 30th of March. Bishara Nassar, my father died on land day 
1976. His dream was to make from his farm a place of encounter and peace. We are still working on achiev-
ing my father’s dream and vision with the Tent of Nations project.  

 

A French group joined us on that special day, Bishop Crudup from USA closed the ceremony around the me-
morial stone with a prayer. On the stone, we wrote the biblical text from Isaiah „They shall beat their swords 
into plowshares, And their spears into pruning hooks; Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, Neither 
shall they learn war anymore.“(Isaiah 2:4)  

 

Our solar system is functioning well, we installed it two and a half years ago. With this solar system we were 
able to save $22,000 as diesel expense for the generator. We are planning to install a small wind turbine to 
be combined with the solar system. This is in order to continue our steps towards self-sufficiency and also to 
raise awareness regarding the issue of alternative energy.  Our vision is to establish a vocational training cen-
ter focusing on alternative energy and farming. 

 

We renovated caves to be used for accommodations for guests and volunteers as well as for storage of tools 
and machinery. 

 

We are in the last stages of having our Vineyard shop and a small café. The Vineyard shop will offer to our 
visitors products from the farm like, sage, grape syrup, dried apricots, figs, raisins, almonds, olive oil soap, 
Satar and others. We want to encourage our friends all over the world to support our Vineyard shop and buy 
our products. This will help making the farm self-supportive and bring it into self-sufficiency. We are ready to 
send you the Tent of nations-package of products the farm is producing.  

 

We already built a new rain water collection for about 45 cubic meters of water. Our 12 cisterns have a capac-
ity to collect about 700 cubic meters of water. This year it didn’t rain much, our cisterns are not full which 
means that we have to buy water this coming summer. We are thinking of filtering the gray water to be reused 
again for watering the plants and trees. Any kind of support for this project is appreciated.  

 

From April 4th to the 10th we had the women’s week. We had different activities and workshops focusing on 
women’s health. Pease contact us for more information about the women’s week and the Bent Al Reef 
women project. 

 

 We are very happy to see the number of visitors to the Tent of Nations is increasing year by year. From 
January to March we had a total of 1529 guests from Africa: 2, USA 591, Belgium: 1, Canada: 15, Germany: 
345, England: 13, France: 57, Holland: 24, Israel 54, Italy: 173, Japan 1, Norway: 6, Austria: 158, Palestine: 
59, Sweden: 2, Switzerland: 28. An Austrian group of wheelchair bound guests visited us in March. 

It is wonderful to see people from different countries, backgrounds, and religions coming to visit the Tent of 
Nations. Those visits are a big encouragement for us to keep looking forward and focus on our vision.  

We are happy to see the increased number of volunteers who are coming to help and support the project 
from different countries. Our special thanks for all the volunteers who invest their time and energy in helping 



 

 

Members: Joanne Carlson, Ron Basala, Vic Johnson, Ed Mackey, Steve Krajcik, Charlie Miller, Ethan Dik-
men, Martha Hoffman, Sue Hough,  Bret Jackson, Linda Pleva, Charlie Hoffman, Kyle Immel, Jill Schmidt, 
Sarah Mora, Alma Anderson, Eric Dreher, and Helen Steinnagel.  

 

Family & Friends of Members: Richard, cousin of Peggy Uhde; Laurie, friend of Nancy Gennette; Jeanne, 
friend of Nancy Gennette; Greg, father of Lisa Lilly; Jim, friend of Don & Arlene Juliano; Nancy, friend of Ar-
lene Juliano; Rusty, father of Jeff Jackson; Renate, friend of Kay Leone; Bill, brother of Pastor Leone; Frank, 
neighbor of the Jackson’s; Patrick, nephew of Cindy Carlson; Margaret, friend of Cindy Carlson; Karen, sister 
of Deborah Finney; Lois, niece of Joan & Ray Doherty; Dale, relative of Jane Fieberts; Gale, relative of Jane 
Fieberts; Rick, nephew of Ken & Nina Furnes; Joyce, friend of Janet Szulga; Ann, friend of Vic & Ellie Noll; 
Frank & Jean, friends of Vicki Creutz; Allen, brother of Ray Goulet; Leslie, friend of Melissa Leone Delaney; 
Dee, friend of Donna Duessel; Carol, aunt of Cindy Carlson; Christina, granddaughter of Miriam Kursawe; 
Sarah, friend of Dakota McDonough; Connor, student of Trudi Black; Maria, friend of Vic, Ellie and Sam; Tina, 
neighbor of Vic, Ellie and Sam; Donna, mother-in-law of Linda Pleva; Cyril, friend of Sam Barate; Rita, friend 
of Janet Szulga; Deanna, friend of Janet Szulga; Jeff and Laura, son-in-law and daughter of Bill and Marie 
Fisher; Linda, sister-in-law of Vic Johnson.  

 

Special Prayers for Armed Forces Personnel:  Brian Kursawe, Glenn Riccio, Damon Dykes, Megan Dobbins, 
Phillip Balestrieri and Guy Davis.   

 

He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.  

Psalm 147 vs. 3 
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at the Tent of Nations.  

 

A statement from two Americans who lived and worked here for 3 weeks: 

“My wife Irene and I (Nicholas) travelled to Palestine to support and show our solidarity with the Palestinian 
people while working to end global injustice and colonization.” 

 

It is important to keep the spirit high, to focus on the positives (even if they are few), and with determination to 
try to overcome the obstacles. 

 

It is a big sign of hope to see that the dark tomb was not the end but the path into a new life. This message of 
hope surrounded by this shining light is living with us day by day.  We want to share that with you all.  

Thank you so much for your prayers and support.  

 

 Blessings and Salaam in this very special time, 

 Daoud Nassar 

Tent of Nations – People Building Bridges- 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Shepherd’s Pantry 

 
      We need: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Social Ministry and Community Outreach Committee invites you to contribute items to the Shepherd’s 
Pantry located in the narthex. The items are delivered to the Monroe Food Pantry once a month.  The 
Pantry also accepts Big Y coins (gold and silver) which can be put in the basket that has been placed on 
the Shepherd’s Pantry shelves in the narthex. If you have any questions, please speak with Diane Hensel. 

Community Supper - June 1, 2011  

at Golden Hill Methodist Church, Golden Hill Street, 
Bridgeport   

 

Cooks and set up crew needed between 2:30 -3:00 P.M.   There is a serving 
crew, therefore only cooks are needed from Good Shepherd. If you haven't al-
ready signed up and would like to help, please put your name on the list in 
the narthex.   We can discuss car pooling if you want to.  Servers are responsi-
ble for cleaning up, so when we are finished with the meal preparation, we are 
free to leave.  Any questions, please speak to Peg Wesche or anyone who has 
attended a supper before.  Thank you!   

Coffee  
Mayonnaise 
Ketchup/Mustard 
 Pancake Syrup 
Pancake Mix 
Sugar/Flour 
Juice 

Mac & Cheese 
Baked beans 
Tuna 
Crackers/cookies 
Cereal bars 
Boxed pasta meals  
Soups 

Napkins 
Tissues 
Toilet Paper 
Dish soap 
Toothpaste 
Bar soap 
Q-tips 

4 The Shepherd’s Voice 

Covenant to Care Thanks You 

 

Thanks to everyone for the beautifully decorated Easter baskets which, once again, have 
brightened the day for the at-risk kids on our list. And thanks also for the donations you 
placed in the umbrella collection to benefit Covenant to Care’s 
child-abuse protection efforts. We were delighted to send a check 
for $93 to Covenant to Care to support this goal.  

 

There are 5 kids on our list who need supplies to go to summer 
camp this year. If anyone can donate any items such as bug 
spray, towels, laundry bags, water bottles, bath and shower ac-
cessories, sunscreen, flashlights, mess kits, first aid supplies, duf-
fle bags, etc., please let Jane Fieberts know. We would need 
these by mid-May. Thanks for all you do! 
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To All our Friends and Family of Good Shepherd, 
We wish to thank everyone for your prayers, messages, flowers, visits, memorials   
and of course the delicious food.   The display of love, sympathy and support to 
 me and my family during  Bob's illness and passing has been overwhelming, 
 but so very much appreciated.   You're always there!        
With love and gratitude,  Peg Wesche  Bobby, Kevin & Linda  
Kathy, Chris, Steve, Jessica, Jonathan, Andrea, Dave, Brandon, Stephen, Lauren and Alana 

Thank you! 

Congratulations to Jessica and Justin Thom on the birth of their daughter, Reagan Lea, on March 29, 2011. 
Jackson and Riley were delighted to welcome their new sister.   

 

May God’s light shine on Reagan Lea, and fill her years with health, happiness, 
and walking always with her Lord. 

 

New Members 

On Sunday, April 17, 2011, we welcomed the following members to the family of Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church.  

 

 

Kristen Baron and her 
daughters Rachel and 
Kylah 

Sean and Jeanne DeLessio 
and daughter Michelle 

Dana and Dennis Jarvi and 
daughter Laura 
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Southern & Greater New Haven Conference 

Spring Gathering 

 

 

 

 
Saturday, May 7, 2011 

8:45 am – 1:30 pm 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 

884 Newfield Avenue 

Stamford, Connecticut 

Registration: $10.00 

Registration forms are available in the narthex. Should you have any questions, please 

speak with Ursula Paradis. 

Thank you! 

 

Dear Friends, 

Thank you very much for your generous contributions for the baby in need of newborn supplies. Baby 
Jadin has arrived and is thriving! His mom and dad are most appreciative of the assistance our congre-
gation provided and are even able to get a few hours of sleep each night! 

Faithfully, 

Doris Schwarz 

First Communion  

 

 

   Sunday, May 15, 2011   

10:30 a.m. 

Confirmation  

 

 

 

Sunday, June 12, 2011 

9:30 a.m. 
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Highlights from your Church Council 
April 13, 2011 

 

 Our parking lot will be re-stripped in mid-May. The company that will do it will use our church in their 
advertisements and will do it for free. The handicap parking will be expanded to four spaces. 

  

 We will be celebrating our 50th anniversary in November. Planning for this celebration will begin next 
month. 

  

 Nine new members will join our church on Palm Sunday, April 17th with a coffee hour to follow the 
10:30 service. 

  

 Save the date—Church picnic at Wolfe Park on June 26, 2011. 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

Vacation Bible School 

Monday-Friday * August 1-5, 2011 

 

 

 
Expertly trained staff from Calumet Lutheran Camp will provide the best Vacation Bible School experience 

your child can have! 

 

466 Elm Street * Monroe, CT 06468 

www.gslc-ct.org  

203-268-7596 

ages 4-14: 9 am-4 pm $100 

ages 4-5 half-day option: $50 

Drop -off: 8-9 am * Pick-up: 4-5 pm  



 

 

Joseph Pleva   2-Jun 

Mike Beno   3-Jun 

Holly Mora   3-Jun 

Carolyn Immel   4-Jun 

Bret Jackson   4-Jun 

Jason Steinnagel  4-Jun 

Nancianne Boland  5-Jun 

Charlie Schwarz  5-Jun 

Mark Liechti   6-Jun 

Daniel Flaherty  7-Jun 

Nicole Helmke   7-Jun 

Blake Cleland   8-Jun 

Larry Flaherty   8-Jun 

Ken Heim   11-Jun 

Reed Cleland   12-Jun 

Sam Cleland   12-Jun 

Christine Quirk  13-Jun 

John Buck   14-Jun 

Helen Karchere  14-Jun 

Brian Schmidt   14-Jun 

Erin Shapiro   14-Jun 

Emily Kusinski   15-Jun 

Lauren Kusinski  15-Jun 

Jeff Jackson   16-Jun 

Denise Shapiro  18-Jun 

Abigail Troesser  20-Jun 

Emma Troesser  20-Jun 

Kayla Boland   21-Jun 

Brian Shapiro   23-Jun 

Nicole Kaza   24-Jun 

Kevin Wesche   24-Jun 

Ken Convertito  25-Jun 

Jack Schwarz   25-Jun 

Debra Convertito  27-Jun 

Vincent Cavaliere  28-Jun 

June Mora   29-Jun 

Steven Schmidt  30-Jun 

The current month’s birthday listing is posted on the bulletin board outside of Pastor Leone’s of-
fice. If your birthday is not listed, please contact the church office and the files will be updated. We 
do not want to miss anyone’s birthday. 
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The Synod Mission Team of the New England Synod would like to invite you to participate in 
collecting donations for Synod Assembly June 3-5 in Springfield, MA.  This year the Saturday 
(June 4th) is devoted to community service projects in Springfield. There will be 600 Lutherans 
around the city performing these projects.  
  
Some of the projects will be assembling Emergency Kits for Lutheran Social Services, Open 

Pantry Springfield, and Springfield Rescue Mission. 
  
The congregations in the Southern Mission Area are being asked to collect 25 of one or more of the follow-
ing items for Open Pantry Springfield "Hygiene Kits for Homeless People" 
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Come to the Lutheran Home of Southbury Guild Fair 

Saturday, June 4th  10 AM to 3PM 

At the Lutheran Home 990 Main Street North, Southbury 

 

Gifts, Crafts, Toys, Vintage Linens, Books, Plants   

Baked Goods, Raffle Baskets, Hot Dogs, Sandwiches, Candy, Cookies, Popcorn, Strawberry Shortcake, Ice 
Cream and More! 

 

If you have items you would like to donate to the fair, there is a box in the narthex for your contributions. Peg 
Wesche, Dorothy Kaiser or Renee Shoop are happy to answer any questions.  All funds will be used to en-
hance the quality of life for residents receiving care at the Lutheran Home of Southbury. This annual event is 
sponsored and coordinated by the dedicated volunteers of the Southbury Guild.  

Save the Date 

Annual Spaghetti Dinner   

March 24, 2012  
 

 

Don’t miss out! Mark your calendars for March 24, 2012 for the Annual Spaghetti Supper. We are planning a 
special event to include delicious food, great entertainment and wonderful fellowship. Watch upcoming news-
letters for more details… 

        

Only 329 days to go...  

* travel size toothpaste and toothbrush 
* deodorant 
* soap and travel soap dish 
* shampoo 
* conditioner 
* feminine hygiene products 

* disposable razors 
* pocket size tissues and large Ziploc 
bag 
* white socks (different sizes) 
* plastic grocery bags 
* a book of postage stamps 


