
 

 

The Shepherdõs Voice 

òWho is my neighbor?ó 

 

ñBut wanting to justify himself, the lawyer asked Jesus, óAnd who is my 
neighbor?ôò  (Luke 10:29) 

 The Gospel of Luke really centers on this question.  The lawyer 
who asked it wanted Jesus to put strict limits on who our neighbor is.  
The lawyer was expecting that Jesus would limit the definition of 
ñneighborò to only those with whom the lawyer felt comfortable: people 
of his ñown kindò who looked like him, talked like him, believed like him, 
etc.  Jesusô response is not what the lawyer wanted.  The parable of the 
Good Samaritan which is Jesusô response to the lawyerôs question, 
along with other parables and teachings of Jesus recorded in the Gos-
pel of Luke paint a picture of ñneighborò which includes those with 
whom we share little in common, and would rather not associate with: 
new immigrants, those living in poverty, people of color, gays and lesbi-
ans, prisoners, people of different political viewpoints, etc.  All of these 
groups have unfortunately been marginalized by most mainline congre-
gations who would prefer to try to create a homogeneous community of 
faith where only people Iôm comfortable with are members.   

 Just before the transition of Gloria Dei Lutheran Church into a 
multicultural parish serving the entire city of Providence, the congrega-
tion almost closed.   Some of the older members wanted to keep the 
exclusive ethnic heritage of the church.  As one disgruntled member 
told me, ñItôs not the same anymore.  You used to look out over the con-
gregation and see blond or grey heads.  Now the pastor is bringing all 
these foreigners in from the neighborhood and ruining our church.  Iôve 
got to find someplace else to worship.ò  I politely told her, ñDonôt bother 
coming to my church.  We have enough bigots as it is, we donôt need 
one more.ò 

 According to the gospel of Luke, Jesus got into trouble when in 
his very first sermon in his hometown, he opened up the Kingdom of 
God to gentiles, and reminded his Jewish congregation that their great 
prophets Elijah and Elisha ministered to gentiles, and so would he.  
This infuriated the exclusively Jewish congregation which drove him out 
of town. 

 The current political debate in our country regarding immigration 
has brought out the worst in some people.  Neither political party wants 
to handle it because immigration reform is politically dangerous.  Some 
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Through the Holy Spirit, we are called by God to live Christõs love  
as we touch all those in our lives, our church, and our communities. 
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Fall worship schedule  
begins on September 12, 2010 

 

Worship Service  

8:00 a.m. 

 

Christian Education 

9:15 a.m. 

 

Worship Service  

10:30 a.m. 

are using the fear of 9/11 to justify the suspension of the radical welcome and hospitality that Jesus 
preached then and preaches today.  I firmly believe that those churches that exclude others, for whatever 
reason and suspend Jesusô command of radical hospitality will in the long run fail, because Jesus will be 
with those whom are excluded.   

 This is the month when our Sunday School and Christian education programs begin.  Continuing 
Christian education is not something that we graduate from when we are confirmed.  It is for all ages.  I 
urge all parents to be diligent and faithful in bringing their children to Sunday School and Confirmation 
classes.  I also urge all adults to take advantage of the many opportunities available for their continuing 
education:  the Sunday Morning Adult group, the monthly Womensô Bible Study, and the Tuesday night 
Adult forums.  Who is my neighbor?  Come and see, and then go and act accordingly!   

In Christôs service, 

Pastor Bryan Leone  

Come and enjoy some fellowship, hosted by the Stewardship 

& Christian Education committees!  

 

¶ After the 10:30 am worship service. All of the early 

morning worshipers are encouraged to come back 

to church for a delicious lunch!  

¶ Hot dogs and hamburgers will be provided  

¶ A sign -up form is located in the narthex.  

 

Everyone is invited!  

Annual Rally Day Picnic 
Sunday, September 12th 2010 



 

 

 

Prayer concerns come in a variety of ways and have a variety of needs. There are current immediate  

needs as well as long term needs.  Our newsletter prayer list contains both needs. 

  

During the prayers of the church on Sunday we use a different list with mostly present  needs. These 
names are carried on the list for four weeks unless the office or Pastor Leone is notified otherwise. Please 
bear this in mind and pray regularly for all persons on the prayer lists. 

 

Members: Kathy Goulet, Martha Hoffman, Larry Black, Andrea Sawicki, Peg Wesche, Bob Wesche, Ed 
Mackey, Charlie Hoffman, Kyle Immel, Jill Schmidt, Bret Jackson, Alma Anderson, Sharon Duda, Eric 
Dreher, Helen Steinnagel, Linda Pleva and Sarah Mora.  

 

Family & Friends of Members: Marilyn, friend of Trudi & Larry Black; Emil, father of Nancy Juliano; Chris-
tina, relative of Miriam Kursawe; Diana, mother of Gordon Cleland; Paul, nephew of Bob & Joanne Carl-
son; Nick, requested by Glenn Carlson; Rob, friend of Donna Duessel; Nell, aunt of Barbara Abraham; 
Herb, friend of the Leones; Julie, friend of Pastorôs niece; Jeanette, friend of Vic & Ellie Noll; Gary, friend of 
Vic Noll; Richard, friend of Ken Furnes; Nick, friend of Janet Szulga; Linda, friend of Arlene Juliano; Ellyn, 
friend of Arlene Juliano; Greg, father of Lisa Lilly; Alicia, sister of Maury Heim; Charles, father of Deb Con-
vertito; Glenn, son of Dianne Riccio; Bill, father of Bill Uhde; John, husband of Nancy Gennette; Dorothy, 
friend of Arlene Juliano; Evelyn, friend of Miriam Kursawe; Florence, sister of Ed Mackey; Jim, uncle of 
Jessica Thom; Bonnie, mother of Jessica Thom; Laurie, friend of Ingrid Kessler; Anne, friend of Miriam 
Kursawe; Bob & Sue, friends of the Smiths; Grace, mother of Maury Heim; Frank, relative of Sam Barate & 
Ellie Noll; Mary, friend of Sam & Ellie; Maureen, friend of Eileen Remlin; Bill, brother of Pastor Leone; Alex, 
nephew of Ken & Deb Convertito; Carl, cousin of Arlene Juliano;  Virginia, aunt of Janet Szulga; Gale, rela-
tive of Jane Fieberts; Renee, friend of Miriam Kursawe; B.T. ñSkinsò, father of Karen Jackson; Chris, re-
quested by Jane Fieberts; Karen, Debra Finneyôs sister; Mildred, mother of Lynn Heim; Patrick, nephew of 
Cindy & Tim Carlson; Rev. Elizabeth Krenz-Wee; Carl, co-worker of Marsha Beno; Ann, friend of Eileen 
Remlin; Allyson, friend of Bob Wescheôs sister; Frank, friend of the Jacksons; Brittany, granddaughter of 
Nancy Johnson; Paulette, niece of Dorothy Schrecker; Ron, brother of Larry Black; Dick, friend of Larry 
Blackôs;  Joey, friend of Eric Dreher; Rosa, Council of Churches; Karen, cousin of Audrey and Ken Heim; 
Margaret, friend of the Schiessô and Tim Carlsonôs; Mary, friend of Trudi Black; Larry, brother of Veronica 
Serrano; Matt, friend of Vic & Ellie Noll. 

 

Special Prayers for Armed Forces Personnel:  Glenn Riccio, George Carris, Damon Dykes, Bob Mor-
schauser, Joshua Flashman, Megan Dobbins,  Phillip Baliestrieri and Guy Davis. 

 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to:  

Family and friends of + Telma Chen  +, mother of Thelma Cleland. 

 

 

He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.  

Psalm 147 vs. 3 
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Congratulations to Sandy and Rob Troesser on the birth of their daughter, Madison, on July 13, 2010. 
Older twin sisters, Abby and Emma were delighted to welcome their new sister.  The proud grandparents 
are Rob and Claire Troesser. 

 

May Godôs light shine on Madison, and fill her years with health, happiness, 
and walking always with her Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Katie Hensel and Ian Logie on the birth of their son, Ellis Ian, on August 20, 2010. 
Diane Hensel is his delighted grandmother. 

 

May Godôs light shine on Ellis, and fill his years with health, happiness, 
and walking always with his Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday, August 15, 2010, we welcomed into the church of Jesus Christ through the Sacrament of 
Holy Baptism, Sophia Rose Fengler, daughter of Keri and Daniel Fengler. Ed and Ursula Paradis are 
her delighted grandparents. 
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Covenant to Care Thanks the òBackpackersó 
 
Thanks to everyone for your special generosity during these tough times in 
contributing backpacks and school supplies for our Covenant to Care kids. 
Your contributions are an important part of providing encouragement to 
these at-risk kids to stay in school.  
 
Special thanks to Louise Begley, Nancy Johnson, and Kay Leone for do-
nating additional backpacks even after the name tags had all been taken, 
and to Ellie Noll for her donation of toys and games. 
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The Garden Table 
 
If you have a garden and have vegetables you wish to share, bring 
them to church and leave them on the table in the narthex for others 
to take. All donations go to World Hunger. 

In Christ we who are many form 
one body, and each member  

belongs to all the others.  

(Rom 12:5) 

STRENGTHENING STRENGTHENING   

OUR ROOTSOUR ROOTS  

Rooted in Christ 
 

We all know that plants need nutrients to grow. The same is 
true of people. While food makes us grow (sometimes more 
than we want), we need spiritual nutrients to grow as a per-
son. 
 
Everything we do here at Good Shepherd is for that reason; 
to learn how to grow in Christ each day, so we grow 
stronger in character and stronger in faith. 
 
From Sunday morning worship services to Christian Educa-
tion to Social Outreach to Property to Finance and Steward-
ship, Good Shepherd is a vibrant giving and involved 
church. We invite you to participate.  



 

 

Highlights from Your Church Council 
August 2010 

 

 A final payment remains for the Oil Tank Remediation project. That should be finalized when we 
receive a letter stating that the work has been completed and the report is clear. A Closure Report should 
then be sent to Good Shepherd.  
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Reception of  New Members 
September 26, 2010 

 

New members will be formally received into the fellowship of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

on Sunday, September 26.  A coffee hour to welcome the new members will be held following 

the 10:30 AM service. If you would like to be included and Pastor Leone has not spoken with you 

yet please contact him as soon as possible.  We are in the process of photographing all the new 

members before September 26.  The pictures are being taken following the Sunday morning wor-

ship service. 

The church website has been updated with a brand 
new look and updated content! It serves as a way for 
visitors to learn more about Good Shepherd, and for 
members to get the latest information and updates. 

 

You can now sign up to get new blog posts delivered 
directly to your email inbox, including notifications 
when our monthly newsletter, calendar and lay ministry 
schedule are released online.  

 

The monthly newsletter also been reformatted with an 
updated look to accompany the website. 

Check out the updated Church Website 

@ www.gslc-ct.org 

http://feedburner.google.com/fb/a/mailverify?uri=gslc-ct


 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VBS 2010 at Good Shepherd was a fun, faith filled week for all! On behalf of the Calumet counselors and the 
26 campers who enjoyed VBS this week, thank you to the many volunteers who came forward to support 
them.  Many thanks for the loans of air mattresses, cots and air pumps.  The kitchen was overflowing thanks 
to congregation members who donated snacks and drinks.  Thank you to the Furnes, Leone, Begley, Smith 
and Duessel families who provided dinners for the counselors.  Special thanks to Cindy Carlson, VBS Coordi-
nator who assured that all preparations were done and the week ran so smoothly. 

Be sure to check out the bulletin boards for more VBS photos and craftwork! 
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